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ARCHITECTURAL DATA FORM /L .
STATE COUNTY TOWN OR VICINITY
Idaho Shoshone Cilty of Wallace
HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FORNAME) HABS NO.
Henry Smith House (Smith first recorded owner and recorded owner . 1 Ip-g>

for 28 yearss previously unnamed)
SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LDCATION FOR RURAL SITES]
12 westside, Wallace, Idaho (Legal: NP First Additien, Lot 4, Bleck 6)

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOUARCE) ARCHITECTI(S) {INCLUDE SOURCE]

Circa 1915 (3ee supplement) Not known
SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE CRIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE]

See supplement

STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE)

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURA L SYSTEMS)

See supplement
‘P_E AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCT JRE (SKETCHED FLDDR PLANS ON SEFARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)
See Supplement ’ |

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE

See supplement

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRISE FLOOR PLANS, |F NOT SKETCHED)
- See supplement

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES
Minor remodeling including some newer interior walls, added wall between bedroom and

closet, newer roofing, stove base anzd back, newer covering on back porch exterior,
garage and covered walkway (dates unknown).

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE
Condition fair, currently vacant

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE

" House 1s scheduled to 2 torn down in 1988 to make way for a
" motel-restaurant-gift shop complex.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIGNAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.J .
Gti- Pegister of Historic Flaces, Safeco Title Co., Shoshene County—issessor's Cfflice,
a

nborn Fire taps, Barnard-3tockbridge FPhoto Collection, Richard tagnuson, Harry Clson,
wallace, Fublic Librarv, Minnesota State Historical Society

COMPILER, AFFILIATION DATE

Michael J. Green, Depot Productions, ~allace, Idaho iarch 31, 1988
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HENRY SMITH HOUSE

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Smith House, 12 Westside, is a contributing element of
the Wallace Historic District and is located in a residential
arza containing homes constructed between 1910 and 1920,

The City of Wallace was first settled in 1884. It is located
along the South Fork of the Coeur d'Alene River and at the mouth
cf three side creeks and guiches amid; North ldaho's steep :
Panhandle. The tounding of the town followed discovery of
fabulous lead-silver deposits in the surrounding mountains. As
mining activity quickly grew, so did the town. By 18837 thne
population was 500, which grew teo 2,816 by 1820 (U.S. Census
Bureauy.

The taown flourished from mining acrivities, and Wallace became
known as the S5ilver Capital of the World because more silver has
been extracted from the Coeur d'alene Mining District, with
Wallace as the hub, than any place ocn earthn.

Much of the town was located on a cedar swamp, wnich was drained
as growth occurred. The west end of town containing this hcuse
was drained and developed last. Northern Pacific Railway first
ownad this land in west Wallace. NP leased to private individuals
thiz fand on which was bullt many homes. NF deeded the land ta
the homeowners in a period from 1920 to 1925. This addition to
the town ig known as the NP First Addition,

Dating exact construction of most of the houses is difficult
becauge the first deeding of the property occurred after the
homes were built. The Minnesota State Histcorical Society.
Archives Manuscripis Division, which possesses defunct NP's
records, could not locate copies of the original leases. Early
tire maps and photographs show no homes built in that area prior
"to 13810. Most of the homes, then, were constructed from 1910~
1520,

These dates were confirmed by Harry UOlson, who has lived in west
Wallace since 1922. He said in an interview most of the houses in
wast Wallace were already constructed when he moved there in
1322. He was 10 years aold at the time.

Ulson remembers nothing distinctive about west Wallace other than.
it being an ordinary residential part of town. lts resiocents were
a mixture of business and working peopie, Including miners, a
druggist, county commissioner and even "hootleggers." The streets
were paved in the addition about 1920, Olson sald. A flood in
1935 caused considerable damage to the strests and homes, he
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said.

As mining activity in the district began to decline in the
13703 and 1580s., £¢ did the number ¢f jobs and demand for.
homes. The 1380 population of Wallace was 1,800 (U.S. Census
Bureau). The c¢haracter of some homes changed as they went from
owner-occupied to rentais. Some deteriorated from lack of
care. {(Some had been rentals for most of thelr existence.)

"Because ©of the tast growth ¢f the town in a short time span,
Wallace contains a unique hemggenous blend of architecture, which
led to first a few buildings. then the doewntown district, then
the eéntire core of town listed oen the National kegister of
Historic Places.

Mining towns tend to have a transient population, and many homes
have had numercous owners as a result. The names provided for the
houses emphasize the longest-term owners or tenants.

The first recorded deeding of this house i{s from NP to Henry
SmithyFeb., 23, 1321. The house was deeded to Henry's wife,
Margaret Smith, in probate court, June 24, 1946, after Henry died.
The house was deeded to George LarsonyAug. 285, 18947. George
Larson died in 1267 in Wallace. His widow, Myrtle, later married
Harold Lindley. Myrtle died {in 198Z2Z. Heirg of George Larson and
Myrtle deeded the hguse to Jerry E. MooreyDec. 4, 1985 (recorded
date). Finally, the house was deeded te¢ J. Kimbal! Barnard of
Spokane, Wa., Oct. 29, 1887 (recorded date).

EXTERIOR FEATURES

The house is wood frame, rectangular and has a wood pler
foundation. The crawl space is covered with a variety of
materials that include weod shingles, tar paper and
corrugated metal roofing material. The siding is wood

. ehiplap painted a rust coler. The rear enclosed porch is
sided with grooved plywood (T-111) siding, vertical in
design.

The rootf is side gahled with a medium plteh and is covered with

composition shingles on the front and corrugated metal in back.

Shed roofs cover the enclosed rear porch and the front

open porch. The front porch extends nearly the entire length of

the facade. The open side porch has a shed roof with corrugarted

fiberglas covering. A covered stairway from the back poerch hag =2
gable roof with aluminum reofing. The eaves are boxed.

The windows {(iocated on all four sides) are wood set within wood
trim. Some aof the windows have storm windows either of aluminum
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or homemade out of wood and clear plastic. The windows are
double sash wvarying ftrom /1, 2/2 and 4s1.

An off-center brick chimney extends from the front roof slope.

A detached garage ls located in back of the house. A covered
walkway leads to the garage from the hack porch. The garage is
wood frame with wood siding, dirt floor and gable root with
wood shingle covering. The interlor has suffered from fire
damage. Shoshone County records estimate the garage was built
in 1930.

INTERIOR FEATURES

The interior walls (except the kitchen and bathroom!}) are board
wood. Covering the wood is an original fiberboard material, which
has been covered with paneling on some walls. A brick chimhey
joins the walls separating the kitchen and living room. A stove
base and back in the living room is comprised of freetorm rock
and mortar. Barn wood has been added to this same wall betwesan
the kitchen and front room. The kitchen and bathrocom walls are
sheatrock with wainscoting halfway up. The floors are coverad
with linoleum except for the living room which has a new plywood
subflooring., The window trim {s painted wood.

The kitchen cabinets are softwood, and there is a double aluminum
sink. Doorse open teo the front, back and south side.
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(ROTE: This map of west Wallace
comes from "National Register
of Historic Places, Inventory= .
Nomination Form”" of Wallace.
This particular house is circled



